
	
November 10, 2016 

Dear Oberlin Community, 
 
It is with great regret that we write to you expressing deep abhorrence towards violence against 
students. Oberlin is no stranger to acts of hatred, bigotry, and anti-Black violence. As stewards of 
justice, we are called to acknowledge, repudiate, and actively reject violence in all forms, especially as 
it affects our own.  
 
Yesterday evening, reports of an incident involving employees of Gibson’s Food Market and Bakery 
and current Oberlin College students began to circulate. After further review today, consisting of 
conversations with students involved, statements from witnesses, and a thorough reading of the 
police report, we find it important to share a few key facts. 
 
A Black student was chased and assaulted at Gibson’s after being accused of stealing. Several other 
students, attempting to prevent the assaulted student from sustaining further injury, were arrested 
and held by the Oberlin Police Department. In the midst of all of this, Gibson’s employees were 
never detained and were given preferential treatment by police officers. 
 
Gibson’s has a history of racial profiling and discriminatory treatment of students and residents 
alike. Charged as representatives of the Associated Students of Oberlin College, we have passed the 
following resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, Oberlin College Students regularly engage and support the commerce of the City of 
Oberlin; and 
 
WHEREAS, Oberlin College Students stand boldly against racialized violence in the United States, 
abroad, and in our own community; and 
 
WHEREAS, Gibson’s Food Market and Bakery has made their utter lack of respect for community 
members of color strikingly visible; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that the Students of Oberlin College immediately cease all support, financial and 
otherwise, of Gibson’s Food Market and Bakery; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED that the students of Oberlin College call on President Marvin Krislov, Dean of 
Students Meredith Raimondo, all other administrators and the general faculty to condemn by written 
promulgation the treatment of students of color by Gibson’s Food Market and Bakery; and be it 
further 
 
RESOLVED that the students of Oberlin College further work toward creating a community in 
which all students are respected, not met with hate due to the color of their skin. 
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