
Cable Co-op Inc. Updates Oberlin Infrastructure with 
Fiber Optic Technology Ahead of State-Wide Initiative

In a 2018 Pew Research study, almost a quarter of 
rural households said that access to broadband in-
ternet was a “major problem” in their community. 

The Federal Communications Commission defines 
broadband internet as a service having a minimum 
download speed of 25 megabytes per second and 
an upload speed of three megabytes per second. 
This minimum speed allows households to browse 
the internet, use email, and stream to a single 
device. 

According to the FCC 32.5 percent of the rural 
population in Ohio has access to broadband inter-
net, while Ohio’s statewide coverage is 76.7 per-
cent. This disparity is known as the digital divide. 

The state of Ohio set goals in August 2022 to close 
the digital divide by providing access to high-
speed internet service for low-income house-
holds, aging populations, incarcerated individuals, 
veterans, people with disabilities, people with 
language barriers, racial and ethnic minorities, 
and inhabitants of rural communities. This is part 
of President Biden’s allocated $2.5 billion for three 
federal grant programs within the Digital Equity 
Act which will allow states to develop and im-
plement plans to close the digital divide over five 
years, starting in 2024.

In addition to Ohio’s plans for grants received 
from the Digital Equity Act, Ohio Governor Mike 
DeWine signed a bill in May 2021 to begin award-
ing grants to internet service providers for the ex-
pansion of broadband internet to rural areas. The 
construction of broadband projects by Internet 
Service Providers that receive funding is projected 
to finish in 2024.
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Rural communities have historically relied on 
electric co-ops for service. In 1935, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt created the Rural Electri-
fication Administration with the goal of ex-
panding electricity access beyond metropolitan 
centers. The Administration created Ohio’s first 
electric cooperatives in 1936, which successfully 
built infrastructure to bring electricity to farms 
and rural households across the state. 

Oberlin’s Cable Co-op Inc. operates in the tradition of historic 
electric co-ops, building internet infrastructure in Oberlin. Many 
rural communities won’t see high-speed internet projects begin 
before 2023 due to how recently funds were allocated. Cable Co-
op Inc., which serves about 80 percent of households and 85 per-
cent of businesses in Oberlin, will provide access to high-speed 
internet by expanding fiber optic cable in Oberlin by 2024 thanks 
to its unique business model. 

“We are a non-profit cooperative, which 
doesn’t mean we don’t make a profit, but 
means that I am able to use that money to 
do projects that better the community, like 
the fiber optic project,” Jay Shrewsbury, 
general manager of Cable Co-op Inc., said.  

Fiber optic cables transmit information 
using light passed through fibers made of 
glass or plastic, meaning that information 
can travel long distances at nearly the speed 
of light.

“Fiber optic is really expensive — it’s a huge 
investment, so big companies who are going 
into cities and putting in fiber aren’t put-
ting [it] into rural areas because they’re not 
gonna get [their investment] back, so there’s 
a huge discrepancy between rural and urban 
areas, furthering the gap of the digital di-
vide,” fourth-year Computer Science major 
Adrien Koritz, who is a tech intern at an 
internet service provider in northeast Ohio, 
said.

Shrewsbury said bringing more fiber optic 
cables into Oberlin will make the internet 
services they provide faster and more re-
liable while reducing costs. According to 
Shrewsbury, Oberlin began offering the 
minimum 25/3 speed to meet the threshold 
of broadband close to 20 years ago, outpac-
ing other rural communities in Ohio.
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